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Rear Admiral Yates Sterling, Jr., pointed out that both
Hongkong and Manila, as naval bases for Great Britain and
the United States respectively, would permit the fleets to
operate deep into Japanese waters and that Japan caused to
. be written into the naval limitation treaty of 1921 the
abandonment of these fortified naval positions. Great Britain
retired to Singapore and the United States to Hawaii.
Singapore is twenty-nine hundred miles from Japan while
Hawaii is thirty-four hundred miles distant, and since no
fleet can operate as a unit more than twelve hundred miles
from its base, it is obvious that Japan no longer feels a naval
menace, Admiral Sterling said.
But a new menace comes into the picture. That menace
is Russia with her hold on the Siberian coast facing Japanese
cities and industrial centers directly across the comparatively
narrow Japan Sea. The Russians have not been backward
about fortifying Vladivostok and equipping there a huge
flying base for bombers. They have hurriedly double-tracked
large sections of their Siberian railways as well as the Trans-
Siberian which leads back to Russia proper. Up to late 1933,
Russia had concentrated a quarter of a million well trained
and well equipped troops in the Far East.
In view of developments in the interim, it is interesting
to note that ten years ago (1924) American, British and
Dutch authorities in the Far East had already begun to worry
about what was termed the Japanese Territorialist Plan and
the Japanese Maritime Plan. In brief, and as explained by
William Howard Gardiner after one of his many visits to
the Far East, the first plan—sponsored by the Chosu clan
which dominates the army—is designed "to spread direct
military, political and economic control progressively over
adjacent parts of the continent of Asia as extensively as
possible so that the Japanese of the future may live, in the

